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In this lecture we will use two books. For the first semester we will use  Second Language Acquisition, (1997) R. Ellis, Oxford University Press. Beginning in the second semester we will use Child Language, 2nd Edition (1999) J. Stilwell Pecci, Routledge. Both of these can be bought together at amazon.com.jp

My aim in this lecture is to to consider a number of second language acquisition theories in detail in the first semester, then in the second semester compare first and second language learning. I will not describe the relevance of these theories for second language teaching in much detail. I would you to think about that. 

Each week I will go over the contents of chapters in the course books in class and give handouts to help you take notes. You must bring the course books to class each week. You must download the course lecture notes from my website at:  http://www.cl.aoyama.ac.jp/~peterr/
Click on the link Class Materials 1st semester and the lecture notes will download. Print them out and bring them to class each week.

Assessment will be on the basis of two multiple choice, objective exams at the end of the first, and the second semesters. The first exam will be worth 30% of your grade, and the second exam will be worth 70% of your grade. 

I will also ask you to complete  homework assignments over the two semesters. Completing one homework will be worth 1 bonus point towards your final grade. There will be approximately 20 homeworks assigned, and you must bring them to class the week after they are assigned, and you will recieve a bonus point. I will prepare students in advance for the questions they can expect in the exam. 

Attendance is also important and will be checked each week in this class. Your attendance record will also be taken into account in allocating your final grade for this course.

First and Second Language Acquisition: Some Fundamental Differences

A puzzle

Children are guaranteed success in learning their L1 (and simultaneously, a number of other languages) in the period from birth to around age four or five years. Adults raraely, if ever acheive native like ability in an L2 in this period, or even after ten or twenty years of L2 exposure and learning. Why?

1.Children and adults differ cognitively

attention

memory

metacognitive awareness

reasoning

a) the less is more hypothesis

2. Adults are constrained by maturational changes in the brain

critical/sensitive period

grammar

vocabulary

pronunciation

b) the no access to UG hypothesis

3. There is more variation in environment, strategies, motivation and other factors for adults than for children

in environment for learning

in route of development

in rate of development

in aptitude and strategies

in goals for learning

c) the-children get more input hypothesis

4. Negative evidence and correction

in first language learning

-negative evidence and positive evidence

-recasts-implicit negative evidence

in second language learning

-recasts-implicit negative evidence

-correction--explicit negative evidence

children don't vary in response to feedback-learn at same rate from whatever is available

adults vary in response to feedback-some like recasts, some explicit rules, related to their 'aptitudes' for learning from instruction

children learn by doing, without 'knowing' what they are doing

adults don't learn so well by doing, and usually 'know'what they are doing

d)  the acquisition learning hypothesis

5. The role of affective factors

motivation

personality

attitude

e) the children have better personalities for learning hypothesis

Summary and Questions
1. All of these hypotheses may be true- no single one explains why children are more successful than most adults. But, one hypothesis may account for morte of the facts than others. Which do you think it is, a, b, c, d, or e?

2. There are some exceptional L2 adult learners, who become native like in many ways. How do we explain their success relative to other adults. Which of these hypotheses may be extended to explain this phenomenon a, b, c, d, or e?

Write your answers below. 
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